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Preamble

Since it is the will of our Lord that all thingsalild be done decently and in good oretor. 14:40), we, the
members of Bethany Lutheran Church set forth tHeving principles and regulations, which shall gov both
the spiritual and temporal affairs of this congtéga These principles are not our own. They aswvdrfrom the
Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions, arate right and true. Because false doctrine mnatant
threat to the churcfl John 2:26-27; Rom. 16:17), this Constitution is rooted in the clear teachofigcripture and
the Lutheran Confessions to hinder those who use @octrine to cause divisions within the Church.

Martin Luther's Reformation theology asserted thigyls responsibility to judge doctrine over anchiagt priests
and pastors who perverted the Gogpetin 10:4). In the hands of C. F. W. Walther, and on Amerisaif this
resulted in the formation of the Voters Assemblp.t®e other hand, Luther also asserted the clergy’s
responsibility of oversight in the congregationiaghathe radical individualism of the overzealoefrmers
(Eph. 4:11). This has resulted in a strong role for the clemglyutheran churches. This constitution embodies
these biblical insights of the Lutheran Reformation

This constitution is organized and written in sacWay that each article is built on the foundatafrthe
preceding articles. First the institution is iddigd (Article 1) and then the theological foundatis set in place
(Article 11). The structure of the institution isetn built on the theological foundation (Articlé)IlThe remaining
articles provide details moving from the generattte specific. This approach limits forward refecea and
redundant wording.

Article 1 - | nstitution

1.1 Nameand Location

The name of this congregation shallBethany Lutheran Church of Napervill&or the purposes of this
Constitution, Bethany Lutheran Church of Napeniitieludes the day school run by the church. Togethey
will herein be referred to as “Bethany.”

1.2  Synodical Affiliation

Bethany is a part of the Lutheran Church Missowyridal (hereafter LCMS) and will remain in the syrasdlong
as the Missouri Synod remains true to the Scrigtarel the Lutheran Confessions.

1.3  Fellowship

As long as the LCMS remains true to the Scriptares Lutheran Confessions, Bethany will practiceoslcal
fellowship. We will share altar and pulpit fellowplwith congregations of the LCMS and with those
congregations who are members of synods in fellgstth the LCMS. Selective fellowship, the praetiof
sharing altar and pulpit fellowship with individuadngregations from erring synods, is rejected.

1.4  Purpose of the Congregation

The Church’s mission is to build herself up intiaind love, connecting more and more of fallen mitpao
Christ, to the praise and glory of God, by andtlfer transmission of the forgiveness of sins, lifd aalvation
through the Holy Gospel and sacraments of Chridttarkeep her members connected to Christ thrduglsame.
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1.5 Property Rights

Bethany will own and hold title to and manage stezi and personal property, which will be purchaggeen,
devised and bequeathed, as is necessary or intalthd purpose above. It shall operate as a odihpr
corporation. All property owned and managed byhBey is ultimately supervised by the congregation.

1.6 Divison of the Congregation

As there are many parts but only one body in ther€i(1 Cor. 12:12), it is contrary to the expressed will of God
to have division in the Churdh Cor. 1:10, Psalm 133:1, John 17:21). However, if at any time a division shall take
place at Bethany on account of doctrine, the ptgerd all benefits connected therewith shall renéth the
communicant members who continue to adhere in sesitfie and practice to the confessional standatdersie

in Article 2 below.

1.7 Disbanding of the Congregation
In the event the congregation disbands entirelyptioperty and all rights connected therewith dbaliransferred
to that district of the synod in which the congrimaholds membership at the time of disbanding.

Article2-  Theology
2.1 TheTheology and Doctrinal Standard of Bethany

Bethany’s doctrinal standard is drawn from the [Baries as stated in the Formula of Concord.

We have no intention to yield anything of the eé¢and unchangeable truth of God for the sake of
temporal peace, tranquility and outward harmontll I18ss by far are we minded to whitewash any
falsification of true doctrine or any publicly cogrined errors. We have a sincere desire for harmony
that will not violate God’s honor, that will not lact anything from the divine truth of the Holy §pel,
that will not give place to the smallest error, it lead the poor sinner to true and sincere négece,
raise him up through faith, strengthen him in hesvrobedience, and thus justify and save him forever
through the sole merit of Chriédapted from the Formula of Conco8tlid DeclarationArticle XI,
paragraph 95-96; see also the Prefaceh®Book of Concojd

Our theological subscription is twofold: we subBerto the Bible, and we subscribe to the Lutheranf€ssions
because they are drawn from and reflect the tegstohHoly Scripture. In the first place, we suiise to the
Scriptures because they are the inspired, inertraset Word of God2 Peter 1:21; 2 Tim. 3:16). Secondly, we
subscribe to the Lutheran Confessions becauseatieetyue exposition of the doctrine of the Apostles

2.1.1 Biblical Standard for True Theology

Bethany believes and teaches that all true theatogyes from the Holy Scriptures. The Holy Scripsuaee the
canonical books (the accepted list of the sixty&lst and New Testament books) of the Bible andlzee
inerrant, revealed, verbally inspired Word of GHdly Scripture not only contains the Word of Godt is the
very Word of God. We also reject any biblical npieetation which disallows that words communicdigective
truth and we believe that the history of the Bibléactual(John 17: 7-8, 2 Tim. 3:14-17, 2 Peter 1:16-21).

2.1.2 Confessonal Standard for True Theology

All the Confessions of the Lutheran Church contdiimetheBook of Concorabf 1580 are recognized as drawn
from and reflecting the teaching of the Holy Saript These Confessions are The Apostles, Nicene and
Athanasian Creeds; The Unaltered Augsburg Confesdi@530 and its Apology; The Smalcald ArticlebeT
Treatise on the Power and the Primacy of the Pagéer's Small and Large Catechisms; and The Faratl
Concord.
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2.1.3 TheAuthority of Our Doctrinal Standard

Every activity of Bethany, including but not limiteo divine worship, day school, Sunday school lfaahd
child), vacation bible school, youth groups, edball adhere to the doctrinal standards set forthis article.

2.2 TheTheology of the Church
22.1 Wherethe ChurchisFound

As the Augsburg Confession teaches, all true cgagiens, Bethany included, are local congregatans
believing Christians at a definite place, among mithe Word of God is preached in its purity andiuody
Sacraments are administered according to Chrisst#tution, in which there will be not only trueliesers but
also false Christians arypocrites(Augsburg Confession, Article VII) (Eph. 5:25-27; 1 Tim. 3:15; Gal. 1:9).

2.2.2 TheTruePower and Authority in the Church

The true power and authority in the church is tfiic® of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven (the @owo
forgive or retain sins). The Lord has given the/&ef the kingdom to His entire Church, and in so@nner that
they belong to each congregation, the smallestedisas the largest, in like measiikatt. 18:18-20; 16:19; John
20:22-23). The Office of the Keys gives the church sufficipotver and authority to perform everything that is
requisite for its government and functighPet. 2:5, 9; Rev. 1:6; 1 John 2:20; 2 Cor. 11:2; 1 Cor. 12:27; Matt.

18:20; 23:8-11; 1 Cor. 3:21-23; C.F.W. Walther, Church and Ministry, Concer ning the Church, Thesis1V, trans.
J.T. Muéller [St. Louis. Concordia, 1987]).

2.2.3 The Stewarding of the Office of the Keys

Even though the Office of the Keys is not givermty group or individual within the Church, Sheupglied by
God Himself with His own norm of delivering His fiveness: the public stewardship by the calledgra&) (
Cor. 4:1). In Matthew 18, the Keys are given to the whohaurch, but in Matthew 16, they are given to Peter,
and in John 20, they are given to all of the AmsstiThese three bestowals of the Office may nsebarated.
Every believer has the Gospel, but unlike the thstpastor(s) of the Gospel are responsible “sistand
“servants” of the saving mysteries of GddCor. 4:1; 2 Cor. 4:5), serving their fellow believers precisely by
administering these inexhaustible riclfeske 12:42) in Word and Sacraments. This Office of the Kéys,
divine appointmenfl Peter 5:2; Acts20:28; 2 Tim. 2:2; Gal 6:6), is administered and stewarded publicly by
the called pastor(s) of the congregatf@iCor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11-16).

224 TheVotersAssembly: The Ultimate Deliberative Body in the
Congregation

The Scriptures give us no specific form of churokegnance. For example, even though every menflibeo
Church has been given the Office of the Keys, ther€h is not a democracy. Christ alone has aliaity in
Heaven and on Ear{Matt. 28:18); therefore, Christ alone is to rule and governEfisirch, which He does
through His Holy Word. This Holy Word urges congadons to do everything in good ordgCor. 14:40);
therefore, it is proper that some outward form@feynment be employed. Each congregation is &rgevise its
own form of governance—as long as such governmasd dot conflict with Scripture or the Lutheran
Confessions. With these principles in mind, tliagregation establishes a Voters Assembly astitaate
deliberative body to meet and function as presdrierein so that each member is guaranteed thetopjip to
make use of the Word of God in the decision-makicigons of the congregation.

2.25 TheDutiesof the Church

C.F.W. Walther in his treatise drme Proper Form of a Christian Congregatidascribes the following
Scriptural duties of the local Lutheran congregatidhese duties are given in order of importanomffirst to
last.

Duty #1 - To see to it that the Word of God is unobstrddtethe ChurchCol. 3:16)
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Duty # 2 - To maintain the purity of doctrine and churchaibline(Matt. 18:15-18; Rom. 16:17; 2 John
10-11; Gal. 1:8)

Duty # 3 - To care for the temporal needs of its memfRom. 12:8; Acts6:1-7, 1 Tim. 3:8-13)
Duty #4 — To see that all things are done in good ogtl€or 14:33, 40)

Duty #5 — To keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond efpe with all parts of the orthodox chutalalk
in synod) (Matt. 18:15-18; Rom. 16:17; 1 Cor. 5:1-13; 6:1-8; 2 Cor. 2:6-11; Gal. 6:1; 1 Thess.
5:14; 2 Thess. 3:6, 14-15; 2 John 1:10-11)

Duty # 6 - Build the church at large by evangelizing théelieversActs 11:21-23; Acts 15:17-18)

2.2.6 Theology of Worship

No doctrine, teaching, hymn, music, prayer, lityrgyact which is in variance with the confessictahdards set
forth in Article 2.1 above, shall be used or expessby any member of any arm of Bethédy. 3:16-17).

2.2.7 Church Membership

Bethany believes and teaches that all the memif¢ine congregation must strive to grow and be &edcin all
declaration and in all knowledge Peter 3:18; 1 Cor. 1:5), that they may not remain children (in respect tal'G
Word and Sacraments), else they will be tossedddra and carried about with every change in tiedvof
doctrine(Eph. 4:14; Heb. 5:12), but will be able to discern by the Word of God tleetrine preached to theiicts
17:11; Matt. 7:15-16; 1 John 4:1; 1 Cor. 10:15). Bethany believes and teaches that there are tyyes of
members: Baptized, Communicant, and Voting.

2.2.7.1 Baptized Membership
2.2.7.1.1 Definition

Baptized members are all who have been baptizéteiname of the Triune Gghliatt. 3:16-17; 28:19), are listed
on the roster of Bethany, and are under the salritare of the pastor(s) of this congregation.

2.2.7.1.2 Reception

Reception into baptized membership is by one ofdHewing:
1. Being baptized or having been baptized in the nahtlee Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
(Matt. 3:16,17; 28:19),
2. Transferring baptized membership from a congregaifdthe LCMS or a synod with which the LCMS is
in fellowship (Art.1.3), or
3. Formal application by at least one parent or gaardi the case of children who have been baptized i
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spivits 2:39; 16:15, 33; | Cor. 1:16).

2.2.7.1.3 Termination

Baptized membership shall be terminated for thieiohg reasons:
1. A child is not being brought regularly to worshgnréces,
2. Inthe case of an adult, no intention or efforiigainade toward communicant membership,
3. Self-exclusion, by public self-disclosure or by negularly attending worship servicgshn 8:47; Heb.
10:24-25),
Excommunication, in the case of a member not répgiof false doctrine or scandalous life as
determined by the pastor(s) and eld&wsn. 5:1; 1 Cor. 11:23-26),
Joining a non-Lutheran church,
Requesting transfer of membership to a sister L&bt&jregation,
Requesting release of membership to another (ndi&)d_utheran congregation,
Moving away without requesting transfer or release,
Death.

e

©o~Now

Bethany Lutheran Church of Naperville Constitution Page 4 of 19



Amended December 6, 2009

2.2.7.2 Communicant Membership
2.2.7.2.1 Definition

A communicant member is a baptized member of thgmamation catechized in the true faith (confirmatiso
that he or she is eligible to receive Holy Commaurjicts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:26-29). This catechization consists of
adequate learning of the Holy Scriptures and thalS@atechism so that the member can give cleaiession of
the faith(1 Peter 3:15). A communicant member will also remain faithfutead the Divine Service, study the
Word, receive absolution, defend the faith (i.stidguish false doctrine from true doctrine), l@gglure life, and
not join or support any organization whose tenetglict with the Word of GodRom. 16:17-18; Matt. 12:30).

22722 Reception

Reception into communicant membership is opendddtowing:

1. Those who have been catechized and confirmed atBgt

2. Those who have transferred communicant membersttip & congregation in fellowship with
Bethany (see Art.1.3),

3. Those who have given public reaffirmation of fgildequate knowledge of the Scriptures and Small
Catechism as determined by the pastor(s) and ¢ldettse case of previous self-exclusion from
baptized and communicant membership,

4. Those who have been excommunicated from baptizéd@@mmunicant membership for a manifest
and impenitent sinful life but who have also giwatisfactory evidence of repentance as determined
by the pastor(s) and elders, and

5. Those who have been wrongfully exiled or excommautieid from baptized and communicant
membership as determined by the pastor(s) andselder

2.2.7.2.3 Suspension and Church Discipline

Communicant membership shall be suspended wheris @eced under church discipline as determinethby
pastor(s) and elders. The object of church diswgk for the repentance of the straying or lost their
successful return to the congregation. Therefbeecommunicant member cherishes Godly admon{#atm.
3:16-17; 1 Cor. 4:14) for the sake of his or her soul. In cases whegecommunicant member is following false
doctrine or leading a scandalous life and not répgnthe congregation will follow Matthew 18 tomihe
brother or sister baqi att. 18:15-20).

2.2.7.2.4 Termination

Communicant membership shall be terminated fofdhewing reasons:
1. Reasons 3 through 9 listed under Baptized Membgrehi
2. Self-exclusion, by not regularly participating hetLord’s Supper.

2.2.7.3 Voting Membership
2.2.7.3.1 Definition

Voting members are communicant members of this amagion who have been received into voting menhiigrs
by the Voters Assembly as indicated in the Bylaws.

22732 Reception

Reception into voting membership occurs as indicatehe Bylaws.

2.2.7.3.3 Termination

Voting membership shall be terminated for the reasodicated in the Bylaws.

2.2.7.3.4 Reinstatement
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Voting membership may be reinstated as indicatéddrBylaws.

2.3 TheOffice of the Ministry and its Auxiliary Offices
2.3.1 TheOfficeof Holy Ministry
2.3.1.1 Definition of the Office of Holy Ministry

The pastoral office, according to the Word of Chaisd our Lutheran Confessions, is a called officBivine
placement, and not a position of secular employrinit. 4:11). Bethany believes, teaches and confesses that the
following theses accurately describe the Offic¢hef Ministry (from C.F.W. Walther'€hurch and Ministry [see
section 2.2.2) The pastoral office:

1. Is an office distinct from the priestly office whiall believers havél Cor. 12:28).

2. Is not a human institution, but an office which Gdichself has establish€&ph. 4:11-16).

3. Is not an optional office, but one whose establishinhas been commanded to the church by God and to
which the church is ordinarily bound till the enictime (M att. 28:19-20).

4. Is not a special and holier estate apart fromdhatdinary Christians, as was the Levitical ptiestd,
but it is an office of servic€ Cor. 4:5; Col 1:24-25).

5. Is of the Word and has the power to preach the &@sp administer the sacraments and the authadrity
spiritual judgmentMatt. 28: 19-20; John 20:21, 23).

6. Is conferred by God through the congregation aptissessor of all ecclesiastical power, or the Pofve
the Keys, by means of its call which God Himsel pbaescribed. The ordination of those called, with
laying on of hands, is not of divine institutiontlisian apostolic ecclesiastical arrangement ahdan
solemn public confirmation of the cdilatt. 18:15-20; 1 Pet. 2:5-10; Acts 1:15-26; Acts 6:1-6).

7. Has the authority conferred by God through the ocegation, which is the possessor of the priesthood
and all church authority, to exercise the rightthef spiritual priesthood in public office on bdtaflthe
congregationRom. 15:16).

8. Is the highest office in the Church, from whichather offices in the church flow (auxiliary offigee.qg.
day school teachers, cantor, DCE, Sunday schocteées, etc.)M att. 16:19; 18:18; John 20:21-23).

9. Deserves respect and unconditional obedience wieakmg God’'s Word. But the pastor(s) has no
lordship over the church. Therefore he has no aitytto establish adiaphora. He also has no authtwi
impose and carry out excommunication alone, withloatpreceding acknowledgement of the whole
congregatior{Heb. 13:17; 1 Thess. 5:12-13).

10. Has the duty, by divine right, to judge doctrineaymen, however, also possess the divine righbtead
as all God'’s children hear the true Shepherd’sefdidohn 4:1; 2 John 10-11; Acts 17:11).

2.3.1.2 Purposeand Duties of the Office of the Ministry

The Office of the Ministry was established by Godversee and administer the Word and Sacrameriistuaif
of the congregation. “In this way are imparted Ibadily but eternal things and gifts, namely, et¢rn
righteousness, the Holy Spirit, and eternal life(Altgsburg Confession XXVIII 8-9)

2.3.1.3 Accountability of the Office of the Ministry

The Office of the Ministry is accountable to Godlatis Word. The Office of the Ministry is accoublato
preach and teach God’s Word of Law and Gospel @administer the Sacraments according to Christ’s
command, institution and ordinance. The congregathall stand ready to test the preaching andhiteguof the
pastor to assure that it is, indeed, God’s Word.

2.3.1.4 Call and Dismissal of the Office of the Ministry
2.3.1.4.1 Calling of Ordained Staff

In order to perform the highly important act of okimg and calling a minister properly, accordinghte
provisions of God's Word, and so that the congieggiroceeds in this manner, the congregation shioyblore
God's blessing and guidance, and it should seifyressible, the advice and presence of one or rxperienced
ministers of the Church, entrusting to them thedation of the public election.
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A Call Committee will be formed to propose candadatio the Voters Assembly (Art 3.5.2.1.1). Inqgrafter
the qualifications of the persons proposed, theeksofssembly acknowledges those as candidates aweleen
found eligible and recognizes and accepts the dateliwho is elected by receiving a simple majaftthe votes
at the Voters Assembly meeting as the person whothi@as called through the congregation.

The call documents signed by the called workertanthe proper officials pledge the called workeatihnerence
to the Holy Scriptures of the Old and the New Testat as the Word of God, and also to the Lutheran
Confessions and to the faithful administrationtef Holy Office in all its parts, and such diplonsarees the
promise of the congregation to recognize him ashiepherd, teacher, and overseer, to receive &¥dhe of
God the Divine Word preached by him, to obey hinewvhe is preaching and teaching the Word of God, lo
him, be at peace with him, honor him, and provimtehis sustenance. Upon his acceptance of théead,
according to apostolic usage, ordained or, in #se ©f an ordained minister, publicly and solenmmyalled into
his office.

Only pastors and certified candidates who are mesniifehe LCMS or pastors from synods in altar poibit
fellowship with the LCMS are eligible to be calledthe Office of the Ministry at Bethariy Tim. 3:1-2; Titus
1:5-6). The authority for issuing calls rests with thet&s Assembly and may not be delegated to anylesmal
body.

2.3.1.4.2 Dismissal of Ordained Staff

A pastor may be removed from office by the Votess@mbly by a two-thirds (2/3) majority ballot voite,
Christian and lawful order, for one or more of fhkkowing reasons: persistent adherence to falstrite,
leading a scandalous life, or continued willful leeg, refusal or inability to properly exercise tbffice of the
Keys (not preparing for sermons and Bible studigfsisal to visit the sick, extreme mental illnéegversible
coma, etc.J1 Tim. 3:1-9; Titus 1:5-9; Hosea 4:6).

2.3.2 Commissioned Offices, Auxiliary to the Office of the Ministry
2.3.2.1 Definition of Commissioned Offices

Commissioned Auxiliary offices are the current epsif commissioned offices as listed in The Luthekanual
and have been created by the LCMS to assist therf@sn carrying out the work of the Office oktMinistry.

2.3.2.2 Purpose of Commissioned Offices

The purpose of the commissioned auxiliary officenigassist the Office of the Ministry in its dutydadminister
Word and Sacrament. The duties of these officdsvaily according to the service they are intenadepletrform in
assistance to the Office of the Ministry.

2.3.2.3 Accountability of Commissioned Offices

The commissioned offices are accountable to theehn(d) of the Office of the Ministry. As with ti@ffice of the
Ministry, the congregation shall stand ready taiesghat the commissioned offices are indeed adhteiring
God’'s Word in its truth and purity.

2.3.24 Call and Dismissal of Commissioned Offices
2.3.24.1 Calling of Commissioned Staff

Bethany intends to fill each commissioned officegiending a call to a rostered worker. Only chuwworkers
who are members of the LCMS or who are membergradds in fellowship with the LCMS are eligible te b
called. Potential candidates must be certifiethieysynod of which they are a member as beingfipaafor the
position for which they are being called. The auitly for issuing calls rests with the Voters Assdyrand may
not be delegated to any smaller body.
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2.3.2.4.2 Dismissal of Commissioned Staff

A commissioned staff member may be removed froneethy the Voters Assembly by a two-thirds (2/3)
majority ballot vote, in Christian and lawful ordéor one or more of the following reasons: peesistidherence
to false doctrine, leading a scandalous life, atiooied willful neglect, refusal or inability to guerly perform
the duties of their office (not preparing or cangjiout programs, extreme mental illness, irrevégsibma, etc.)
(1 Tim. 3:1-9; Titus 1:5-9; Hosea 4:6).

2.3.25  Filling Commissioned Offices via Contract

A commissioned office may be filled via contracaifd only if no acceptable candidates who meet the
gualifications for a call in Article 2.3.2.4.1 che found and called within a reasonable perioihoét The
pastor(s) and elders are responsible for makirgydiermination and for identifying candidatesdaontract.
Filling a commissioned office via contract can ob&ydone with the approval of the Voters Assemlulth the
exception of the emergency situation of a vacan@yday school teacher position when there is ficseriit time
to hold a Voters Assembly meeting. In such a sitnaa contract may be issued without the approf/¢ie
Voters Assembly.

2.3.3 Vested Offices, Auxiliary to the Office of the Ministry
2.3.3.1 Déefinition of Vested Offices

Vested Auxiliary offices are created by Bethanwpssist the pastor(s) in carrying out the work ef@ffice of the
Ministry but are not officially rostered in the LC3

2.3.3.2 Purposeof Vested Offices

The purpose of the vested auxiliary office is tsistghe Office of the Ministry in its duty to admster Word and
Sacrament. The Bible does not give an exhaussvefliauxiliary offices, so the church is free teate them and
put them into order as it sees fit. Vested auxiliafices can include non-rostered contract, hieed] volunteer
positions such as Sunday school teacher, eldegregation officer, etc. The duties of these offiadtvary
according to the service they are intended to perfa assistance to the Office of the Ministry.

2.3.3.3 Accountability of Vested Offices

The vested offices are accountable to the holdef(t)e Office of the Ministry. As with the Officaf the
Ministry, the congregation shall stand ready taesshat the vested offices are indeed adminiggedad’'s Word
in its truth and purity.

2.3.34 Hiring, Contracting, and Dismissal of Vested Offices
2.3.3.4.1 Hiring and Contracting of Vested Offices

The pastor(s) and elders will be responsible fgnaested offices requiring hiring and/or contragtin

2.3.3.4.2 Dismissal of Vested Offices

The pastor(s) and elders will handle cases of disahfrom vested offices.

Article 3 - Church Structure

3.1 Biblical Foundation for Church Structure

Christ is the head of the Church. He leads His €ithrough His Word. That Word (Office of the Kegsg
Article 2.2.3. above) is given to the Church. Ctmisshes that Word to dwell richly in the local gpagation. To
that end he has instituted the Office of the Mingi$Eph. 4:11) which is filled by pastors called to be stewarfls o
the Office of the Keys within the congregati@rCor. 4:1).
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It is God's will that the pastor and the congregativork together to accomplish the duties of therch, each
doing what it has been given them to do by Gois. dfiven to the pastor to preach God’'s Word andaise
oversight over the congregati@Peter 5:1-3) without being tyrannical or arbitrati att. 20:25-26). The
congregation should listen to the pastor’s teachm listening to Christ Himself and then thetpashould put
that word into action by helping the congregatioocmplish its duties.

The congregation should not only listen to the gésteaching and heed(keb. 13:17, 1 Thess. 5:12-13) but
should also stand ready to judge the pastor’s iegahould he erJohn 10:1-5, | John 4:1, Gal. 1:8). If the
pastor(s) is not preaching God's word, then théshamer(s) shall correct him so that the pure @bapght be
restored. If the pastor refuses to heed the caoreaismissal of his call shall be sought (seéchat2.3.1.4.2).

The pastor shall work with the elders to lead thiegregation in regard to spiritual matters. Theperal matters
will be handled by the other boards listed belote Work of these boards and the pastor(s) andseld#érbe
coordinated by the Voters Board (see below). TheeksoBoard will also represent the voters to theqés),
elders and temporal boards, assuring that all nsateeding voter approval are brought to the Votdssembly.
The pastor(s), elders and temporal boards areutingrcouncils independent of the voters.

3.2 VotersAssembly
3.2.1 Purpose

Bethany believes and teaches that in order thatangregation may carry out its rights and privéledn a
careful, advantageous, and God-pleasing manriemécessary to have public meetings, properlynged and
conducted, for the purpose of transacting its lassinThe Voters Assembly is a subgroup of the egagion
consisting of the members as defined in Article22who meet in formal proceedings known as Voters
Assembly meetings.

The Voters Assembly is the highest deliberativeyhiadhe congregation.

The Voters Assembly will always place a premiunttmnspiritual matters of the congregation. Bethiarfirst
of all, the Body of Christ, and not a business.

Each member of the Voters Assembly will seek toeséhe greater goal of the congregation over adividual
needs.

3.22 Quorum

A quorum is the number of members that must beeptan order that business can be transacted yegall
Twenty-five (25%) percent of the current votingtessconstitutes a quorum.

3.2.3 Regular Meetings

In order to establish rapport, full accountabitityd disclosure between called and elected leaddrtha Voters
Assembly, there will be regularcheduled Voters Assembly meetings at least 4 tpregear If a regular
Voters Assembly meeting cannot be held or completed to extraordinary circumstances, it must be
rescheduled and/or reconvened at the next eaolgstrtunity

3.2.4 Special Meetings

In order to deal with exceptional circumstancegcs Voters Meetings will be conducted with a eldsigenda
with key agenda items pre-filed with the Chairmathe Voters Assembly and announced to the contjeega
with advance notice.

3.24.1 Annual Special Orders
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The following Special Orders will take place onaamual basis in Regular Voters Assembly meetitigjsctions
Affirmations and Budget.

3.25 Special Voting Requirements

These matters cannot be delegated to a subgrahp dfoters Assembly:
Purchase or sale of property

Erection of buildings

Calling/dismissing ordained or commissioned staff
Removing congregational officers or board members
Excommunication

Termination or change of synodical fellowship
Annual budget

3.2.6 Officers

The officers of the Voters Assembly are electedads, responsible for exercising leadership is twt express
the will and interests of the Voters Assembly tiales.

Nog,rwhpE

3.2.6.1 Elections

The officers of the congregation will be electedihy VVoters Assembly, in a manner that ensuresiinatfied
candidates are nominated, so that trust is withaastion.

3.2.6.2 Removal

Any officer may be removed from office by two-thérchajority ballot vote of the Voters Assembly, i€hristian
and lawful order, for one of the following reasopsrsistent adherence to false doctrine, scandéfeuseglect
of duties, or inability to perform the duties oétbffice, after the principles of Matthew 18 hawe=b applied.

3.2.6.3 Vacancy

The Voters Assembly shall approve/elect a replacetinghe case of a vacancy.

3264 Terms

The officers shall serve for defined terms desctiipethe Bylaws.

3.2.6.5 Legal Signatories

Legal signatories of the congregation shall befalie officers of the Voters Assembly.

3.2.6.6 Duties

The duties of the officers are based on the gepeiratiples described iRobert’'s Rules of Order.

3.2.6.6.1 Chairman

The Chairman is the presiding officer of the Vot&ssembly, and is respected as a representative @htire
assembly. The Chairman is responsible for the ectinof all Voters Assembly meetings so that the efithe
assembly is met while maintaining firm control,iagtprimarily as the “first servant of the asseniblyhe
Chairman enforces the reporting requirements d¢édand elected leaders to the Voters Assembly.

The Chairman is the presiding officer of the Votaard, with the specific purpose of ensuring #ibYoters
Assembly agendas reflect the will of the votersoawning the voters’ level of involvement in decisimaking.

The Chairman is ultimately responsible for enfogdihe Constitution and Bylaws.
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Because the Chairman works closely with the pastodselders on spiritual matters this office isitéd to the
men of the congregation. The Chairman shall haen faithful in worship and Bible class attendasitcBethany
before his nomination for the position and is expddo remain faithful in worship, bible classesl &me bible
study sessions with pastors and elders at Bet{reuty2:42).

3.2.6.6.2 ViceChairman

The Vice Chairman will assume the duties of theif@ten in his absence or when he is unable to parfoe
duties of his office. The Vice Chairman will sera® Parliamentarian at all Voters Assembly and \soBsrard
meetings, serving as a source of information otigmentary procedures, but having no authority skenrulings
or to enforce them.

Because the Vice Chairman works closely with thetqra and elders on spiritual matters, and mayablectupon
to assume the duties of the Chairman, this offdaniited to the men of the congregation. The \@d&irman
shall have been faithful in worship and Bible clagendance at Bethany before his nomination fepibsition
and is expected to remain faithful in worship, biblasses and the bible study sessions with pastdrelders at
Bethany(Acts 2:42).

3.2.6.6.3 Treasurer

The proper management of the financial affairdiefd¢ongregation, offerings, and payments, etd.faathe
service of an elected Treasurer. The Treasuresgonsible for all monies of Bethany. Specifigalhese
responsibilities include proper collecting, safgkag and expenditures of all funds, for the keemifigccurate
financial records, for preparing budgets and fgutar reporting of financial conditions at all VateAssembly
and Voters Board meetings or as requested frordiers Assembly or any member of the Voters Board.

The Treasurer should be a person of unquestioniedrity and should have the necessary knowledgeapervise
the keeping of financial accounts.

The Treasurer collects and disburses funds ontljirasted by law, Constitution and Bylaws, or thet&fe
Assembly.

The Treasurer will submit to regular financial ews of Bethany's books and accougt€or. 8:20-21).

The Treasurer shall be faithful in worship and Biblass attendance at Bethd@ayts 2:42).

3.2.6.6.4 Recording Secretary

The Recording Secretary is the chief recording@ndesponding officer and the custodian of all rdsmf the
Voters Assembly and Voters Board.

The Recording Secretary works under the directiche Chairman.

The Recording Secretary shall be faithful in wopsdind Bible class attendance at Bethgiuys 2:42).

3.2.7 Roleof the Pastor in the Voters Assembly

The Pastor(s) is called to oversee the administraif God’s Word and sacraments in the congregéyonhich
the spiritual duties of God’s church are fulfilldebr this reason the pastor(s) shall play a key irothe spiritual
matters in the Voters Assembly and Voters Boardtimge
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3.3 VotersBoard
3.3.1 Responsghbilities

The congregation fulfills its duties through thertwof the Office of the Ministry, its Auxiliary Oifes, and the
boards, committees and societies described beltinAl decision-making authority resides in theters
Assembly, following the examples of the Apostles\ats 6. To maintain order in the Voters Asserrdotg to
serve as an advocate for the Voters Assembly tbaheds, committees and societies between Votessmisly
meetings, the congregation shall elect officers wilbjoin with other lay leaders, pastors and otballed
workers to form a Voters Board. The Voters Boandasa decision-making body. The primary purpdsthe
Voters Board is to review the monthly businesshefather boards and from that review, recommernieo
chairman the business to be brought to the Votese#bly. In doing this, the Voters Board is alsavjaling a
link between the spiritual and temporal boards, mittees and societies.

The Voters Board shall be bound by the doctrireh@ard in this Constitution and shall make its sieais in a
timely manner, working for unity of purpose of tile boards and committees.

As is the case with the Voters Assembly, the VoBarard shall always place a premium on the spiringtters
of the congregation.

3.3.2 Members

The Voters Board shall consist of the pastors{#cipal, Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Head Eldent the
Spiritual domain, and the Treasurer (Head of tilakée Board), Recording Secretary, Head Trustekthen
Head of the Day School Policy Board from the Terapdomain.

3.4 Boards, Committees and Societies - General
3.4.1 Boards

The boards are the decision-making bodies of thgremation and cannot exist outside of the Cortigtitu

34.1.1 Board Membersand Their Election

Board members are elected for three-year termbhéy vters Assembly unless otherwise specified. For
elections, the Nominating Committee will bring atslto the Voters Assembly.

3.4.1.2 Board Chairs

Each board shall elect its own chair annually fitsTown members unless otherwise specified. Tlaedohair
is responsible for ensuring that the work of tharkdds conducted in good faith. In addition, tlata chairs
must adhere to the reporting requirements as sitatédicle 3.3.1 for a Voters Board member. Atldrd
members are responsible for ensuring that the @hlfills these duties, and the board reservegititd to
discipline the chair, up to and including electangew chair before the annual term is completesasnbtherwise
specified.

The board chairs shall participate in the regutiad\s sessions with the pastors and elders anditbéutan
worship and Bible class attendance at Bethaias 2:42).

3.4.2 Committees

Committees assist the boards in their work. Alhging committees that affect the checks and betaat
Bethany shall be listed and described in this Gatistn. Committees are created by a board asetkadd are
accountable to that board.
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34.2.1 Committee Members

Committees are appointed by the chairman of theseeing board in conjunction with the pastor(s)board
member is appointed as committee chair in ordensure that committee activities are properly rigubto the
voters. A board member can be chairman of onlyafrike following committees at a time: Nominating
Committee and Call Committee.

3.4.3 Societies

Societies are working groups that are formed ar@ugiven task of the Lord’s work (e.g. missionspmber care,
altar guild, etc.) and are under the direction epansoring board. Societies come into being byigang the
appropriate board for sponsorship. After recei\dpgnsorship, the society proposal is presentéuetyoters
Assembly for approval. There shall be no socidtias do not have board sponsorship.

Societies must work with the sponsoring board suemall activities are properly reported to thieve

3.5 Boards, Committees and Societies - Specific

3.5.1 Distinction Between Spiritual and Temporal Matters

Four of the Church’s six duties (Art. 2.2.5) invelgreserving and promoting God’'s Word. The Chusch i
therefore centered on spiritual matters. Spiritnatters will always take precedence at Bethanyahas much
as possible be separated from the temporal méattersich the Church must also be involved. TherefBethany
divides these matters into spiritual boards, cort@®#t and societies and temporal boards, commiteks
societies. The spiritual Board of Elders and @simittees and societies have precedence as Bethadycts its
business.

3.5.2 Spiritual Boards
3.5.21 Board of Elders

It is the pastor’s responsibility to oversee thmanilstration of Word and Sacrament in the congliegatSince
the Word of God has also been given to all othéebers, and it is their responsibility to listesr the pure Word
of God, a Board of Elders shall be establishedssuie that the Word is proclaimed purely. The BadrElders
is to be concerned with the spiritual matters ef¢bngregation. Elders will assist the pastor wegoing the
church with God’s Word, maintaining good order aviten necessary, practice church discipline. Sinee
oversight of the spiritual affairs of the congregatare given to the whole church, the Board oeEdwill
consist of the pastor(s) and qualified lay men.

This congregation shall be ruled by the Word ofi€hrThe pastor(s) may not dictate matters ofatbaa to the
elders nor may the elders dictate matters of adiapto the pastor(s). They shall work togethdirs God-
pleasing decisions. As stated in Article 2.2.4, Woters Assembly is the ultimate deliberative bodthe
congregation and may therefore request that a@mphdrous matter be brought to them for consideratio

There shall be at least nine (9) and no more tatve (12) lay voting members of the Board of Efder

3.5.21.1 Responshbilities

The Board of Elders is responsible for all spititwalfare and activities of the congregation indivally and
corporately, including all details in the day schibat have any spiritual implications (Arts. 3.88 and 4.2).
These responsibilities include:

1. Ensure adherence to the Doctrinal Standard ofialistnies of Bethany (Art. 2):
a. Worship
b. Preaching
c. Teaching
d. Fellowship
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2. Provide for the welfare and well-being of the pasp

3. Handle personnel matters for the pastor(s) andianxoffices, taking special care to protect the f
exercise of rights of both the worker and the ceggtion.

4. Oversee the spiritual health of the congregatibth® pastor(s) and auxiliary offices, and its mensb
(Art. 3.1).

5. Provide spiritual leadership for the congregatimarking with the other boards and committees tokwor
effectively towards common goals. To accomplisk,ttiie board shall elect a Head elder who willserv
as a member of the Voter Board (Art. 3.3.2), emgutihat the spiritual matters shall have precedence
(Art. 3.5.1).

6. Assist the pastor(s) in promoting a spirit of hanpamong the congregation members.

7. Appoint and lead the Call Committee, ensuring thatoverarching interests of Bethany are served.

8. Appoint a nominating committee to ensure that Bejtelects qualified and committed leaders (Art
3.5.3.2).

9. Assist the pastor(s) in caring for fellow soulswged. The Elders shall be responsible for the Baeage
Fund (Art.3.5.2.1).

10. Assist the pastor(s) in determining that thoseiveckinto communicant membership meet the standards
set forth above (Art. 2.2.7.2.2).

11. Share responsibilities with the pastor(s) fanp/contracting and dismissing vested officest(Ar
2.3.3.4).

12. Be in bible study sessions with the pastors, Chairrivice Chairman, and Board Chairs (Arts. 3.216.6.

3.2.6.6.2, and 3.4.1.2).

The Board of Elders shall be the sole sponsorl afp@litual committees (Art. 3.5.2.1).

The Elders may not hold an elected position, noy thay participate in or observe any deliberationsany
board, committee or society where they have a giésterest, whether economic or personal (Art. 5).

3.5.2.1.2 Qualificationsand Affirmation

The office of elder is restricted to males becdhseeslders work directly with the pastor as he eges spiritual
oversight in the congregation, and God has limilégi office of oversight to malés Cor. 14:34-35; 1 Tim. 2:11-
14).

New members of the Board shall be appointed byteerd of Elders and the pastor(s), and affirmethiey
Voters Assembly for indefinite terms of office, gt to re-affirmation by the Voters Assembly.

3.5.3 Spiritual Committees

The elders will establish committees as they deecessary to assist them in their work. Committeigt
include Missions, Evangelism, Youth, Social Wortc, eThe elders will oversee the work of each i
committee. Spiritual committees are not limitedhrten.
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3,531 Call Committee
A Call Committee will be subject to articles 2.3.1. and 2.3.2.4.1.

3.5.3.2 Nominating Committee

The Board of Elders will appoint a Nominating Corttee to compile a slate of candidates for voterayd of
all elected positions. The Nomination Committeerify responsible for Bethany's Elected positicass,
identified in these Constitution and Bylaws. Addehalf of the Nominating Committee will be frohetBoard of
Elders.

3.5.3.2.1 Solicitation

The Nominating Committee will provide a period émmgregational suggestions for open positions yaade of
an election. Self-nomination and solicitation soribminated shall be considered inappropriate. Ndrainating
Committee will take steps to determine the suitiybdlf potential candidates for office based on dalifications
for office as set forth in this Constitution andi&ys.

3.5.3.2.2 Announcement
The Nominating Committee will announce the slatearfdidates for office with enough advance noticete
voters to be well-informed.

354 Spiritual Societies

The Board of Elders will promote, support and sujsersocieties pertaining to the spiritual lifetiod
congregation (e.g. Altar Guild, missions, etc.jirfBual societies are not limited to men.

3,55 Temporal Boards
3,551 Board of Trustees
3.5.5.1.1 Responshbilities

The primary purpose of the Board of Trustees @sk&ist the Head Trustee in the monitoring, cootidinaf
maintenance, and reporting to the congregatioti pf@perty, grounds and equipment matters of Beghand to
insure the continuing physical health of the coggt®n’s properties, grounds and equipment thradjierence
to sound preventative maintenance schedules.

While its responsibilities are in Bethany's tempa@amain, the Board of Trustees shall be bounchieydoctrinal
standard in this Constitution, shall make its deadis in a timely manner, and shall always workuoity of
purpose in Christian love across all of Bethanytails and positions of leadership.

As is the case with the Voters Assembly, the VoBarard, and the Board of Finance, the Board of fBasshall
always place a premium in their decisions towatggperting the spiritual matters of the congregation

35512 Members

The Board of Trustees shall consist of at leaditg®) and no more than sixteen (18}ing members nominated
by the Nominating Committee and elected from an&bters Assembly. Members will be elected for th{@e
year terms, with one-third (1/3) of the Board edelctach year. The Board of Trustees will elect ayabtinem a
Head Trustee, who will act in that capacity for gear. Members of the Voters Board shall be adyjsmon-
voting members of the Board of Trustees.
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3.5.5.2 Board of Finance
3.55.21 Responsghbilities

The primary purpose of the Board of Finance iss&isi the Treasurer in the coordination, monitqraggproving,
and reporting to the congregation all financial tevat of Bethany, to encourage Bethany’'s members to
proportionately give of their God-given time, tateand resources, and to insure the continuingdiiad health
of the congregation through adherence to sounddiahmanagement principles.

While its responsibilities are in Bethany's tempatamain, the Board of Finance shall be bound leydbctrinal
standard in this Constitution, shall make its deais in a timely manner, and shall always workuoity of
purpose in Christian love across all of Bethanytails and positions of leadership.

As is the case with the Voters Assembly, the VoBarard, and the Board of Trustees, the Board ddifiie shall
always place a premium in their decisions towatggperting the spiritual matters of the congregation

35522 Members

The Board of Finance shall consist of the congiegat elected Treasurer as this Board’s Chairmbus at least
eight (8) and no more than twelve (1®ting members nominated by the Nominating Committed elected
from and by Voters Assembly. Members will be elddta terms of three (3) years, with one-third j1d8the
Board elected each year.

Members of the Voters Board shall be advisory, noting members of the Board of Finance.

3.5.5.3 Day School Policy Board
3.553.1 Responsghbilities

The Day School Policy Board is responsible forabeduct and quality of Bethany’s Lutheran day sthoo
program except for all spiritual matters, whereBloard of Elders has supervising authority.

As the principal is the chief administrator of $whool, any disagreements between the principabaydSchool
Policy Board will be handed to the Voters Boarddection.

Duties include the following:

1. Approve curriculum and analyze the performancéefday school.

2. Provide for the professional growth of the edugalastaff through continuing education,
conferences, etc.

3. Promote the day school to all members of the cayagien, other Lutheran churches in the
community, as well as the community in general.

4. Prepare and submit an annual budget in the formagtitk time requested by the Board of
Finance.

While its responsibilities are in Bethany's tempatamain, the Day School Policy Board shall be lebby the
doctrinal standard in this Constitution, shall m#kedecisions in a timely manner, and shall alwagsk for
unity of purpose in Christian love across all Betyis boards and positions of leadership.

As is the case with the Voters Assembly and theekéoBoard, the Board of Finance, and the Boardudt€es,

the Day School Policy Board shall always placeeaum in their decisions toward supporting theigf
matters of the congregation.
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3.55.3.2 Members

The Day School Policy Board shall consist of astedght (8) and no more than twelve (&mbers nominated
by the Nominating Committee and elected from anthieyWoters Assembly. Members will be elected énts
of three (3) years, with one-third (1/3) of the tibalected each year.

The principal of the day school is an ex officiomieer of this board.

Members of the Voters Board shall be advisory, noting members of the Day School Policy Board.

3.5.6 Temporal Committees
The temporal boards may appoint standing commifeegs financial review, budget, etc.) and ad hammittees
(e.g. fund drive) to assist them with their work.

3.5.6.1 Financial Review Committee

The Financial Review Committee is responsible &Bbard of Trustees for the specific purpose oiesging the
books of the Treasurer and the Board of Finanéeaat every other year. In addition, optional acds and
resources as directed by the Voters Assembly, yrreember of the Voters Board, may also be reviewed.

3.5.6.2 Emergency Expenditure Committee

The Emergency Expenditure Committee is responsiliiee Board of Finance. The Emergency Expenditure
Committee shall consist of the Chairman, Treasam, the Chairs of the Board of Elders, Board afstees and
the Day School Policy Board. This committee shaite the authority to approve expenditures thahate
included in the budget, up to an amount of 2% eftttal annual budget, with an affirmative voteabfeast three
of the committee’s five members, only when it i$ reasonable to secure Voters Assembly approvarbdesiich
expenditures are required by the pertinent circantss.

3.5.7 Temporal Societies

The temporal boards will promote, support and stipersocieties pertaining to the temporal lifehs t
congregation (e.g. offering counters, PTL, etc.).

3.6 Conducting Business M eetings

For good order and a due regard for the rightsloRabert's Rules of Ordewill be in effect in any business
meeting within Bethany, including Voters Assembtidgard, committee and society meetings. These ngeeti
shall be previously announced, and held at a daitabe. Those who fail to appear thereby waivérthight to
vote, without exception.

Any voting member may attend any meeting of theev®Board, boards, committees and societies arak $pe
the issues at hand if not restricted by this Cautsin; though for good order, the chairman hasita to place
restrictions and policies on meeting guests.

Each board and committee member is expected tor tba@hairman and fellow members of his board or
committee and the voters who elected him by maiirtgidecorum and discretion for the matters at hand
Repeated instances of violating the trust expeftted an elected/appointed position are groundslifaripline,
up to and including removal from his/her position.

The chair of the meeting must enforce the rule timit one speaker may speak at a t{m€or. 14:30), and only
after the previous speaker has finished and afimghofficially recognized by the Chairman, so teeéry one
has an opportunity to express his/her opinion aedltscussion does not turn into a division indherch(1 Cor.
11:16).
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In matters of doctrine and conscience there musihbaimity, all giving assent to the teaching otdGdNord
and to the Lutheran Confessions. Adiaphorous nstteither commanded nor prohibited by God's Werel,
ordered according to the principles of love andtgquAfter the matter has been fully and orderiyadissed, it is
decided by a vote. Any decision determined to idreoy to the Word of God is null and void, and ires so
declared and revoked.

In order to ensure that all decisions made withaetimgs are fully disclosed, all business meetofddethany
must have minutes kept and made available fornetogthe Voters, in a reasonable amount of timer at
meeting takes place.

3.6.1 Executive Session

Each board and committee has the right to enterarécutive session (per Robert’s Rules) to dissessitive
matters. This must be kept to a minimum and usddan rare occasions. Reports of the activitddrassed in
executive session shall be recorded, though kegtasd minutes to be opened only under Votersmisise
approval.

Article4-  TheLutheran Day School

4.1 Rationale

From its inception the Missouri Synod has recomrmadrttiat whenever possible churches should have day
schools. Lutheran day schools are an excellenttavagminister God's Word and Sacraments to theldmil of
the congregation. Therefore, Bethany shall, if fidesestablish a Lutheran day school and higha@icho

4.2  Supervision

The Board of Elders shall supervise the spiritualters in the day school, and the Day School P&igrd shall
supervise the temporal matters in the day schaol matter that is not explicitly temporal in nagunust be
referred to the Board of Elders for consideration.

Articleb - Conflict of Interests

No one may hold more than one elected and/or elofsition at the same time, nor may anyone partieipaor
observe any deliberations on any board, committeeciety where they have a vested interest, whethe
economic or personal.

Article6-  Authority
6.1  Authority of this Constitution

All Bylaws, procedures and policies set forth bytt2ey, whether in writing or in practice, are sgbj® the
requirements and constraints contained in this @atien, and are limited because no rights or esidns are
granted that are not expressed in this Constitution

6.2 Enforcingthis Constitution
The chairman of the Voters Board is responsiblefdorcing this Constitution, though it is impevatihat every
voting member of Bethany be diligent in assurirgy lespect for these statutes are maintained by all
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Article7 - Amendments

Amendments to this Constitution can only be enaateein the following requirements have all been met:

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

Proposed amendment is made as an “Amending Motinder new business at a Regular Voters
Assembly meeting.

The Voters Board reviews the Amending Motion tcedetine whether it conflicts with any part
of the Constitution and Bylaws.

The Amending Motion publicly announced and explditethe congregation.

The Amending Motion withstands debate without miodition at the next two consecutive
Regular Voters Assembly meetings.

The Amending Motion passes by a two-thirds (2/3)omiy of the Voters Assembly.

Article8-  Unalterable Articles
The following articles of this Constitution canriet altered:
1) Article 2.1 and all subsections below it
2) Article 2.3.1.4.2
3) Atrticle 2.3.2.4.2
4) Article 8 -
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